and more inviting. Now though this will not appear strange
to those other readers who have perceived that the father had
no knowledge of the world, and could have none, it is never-
theless proper to enter into some explanation upon that
point.
If George Herbert's Temple, or his Remains, or his life
by old Izaak Walton, had all or any of them happened to be
among those few but precious books which Daniel prized
so highly and used so well, it is likely that the wish of his
heart would have been to train up his Son for a Priest to the
Temple. But so it was that none of his reading was of a
kind to give his thoughts that direction; and he had not con-
ceived any exalted opinion of the Clergy from the specimens
which had fallen in his way. A contempt which was but too
general had been brought upon the Order by the ignorance
or the poverty of a great proportion of its members. The
person who served the humble church which Daniel duti-
fully attended was almost as poor as a Capuchine, and quite
as ignorant. This poor man had obtained in evil hour from
some easy or careless Bishop a licence to preach. It was
reprehensible enough to have ordained one who was desti-
tute of every qualification that the office requires; the fault
was still greater in promoting him from the desk to the
pulpit.
* A very great Scholar' is quoted by Dr. Eachard as saying,
*that such preaching as is usual is a hindrance of salvation
rather than the means to it.' This was said when the fashion
of conceited preaching, which is satirized in Frey Gerundio,
had extended to England, and though that fashion has so
long been obsolete, that many persons will be surprised to
hear it had ever existed among us, it may still reasonably be
questioned whether sermons, such as they commonly are,
do not quench more devotion than they kindle.
My Lord! put not the book aside in displeasure I (I
address myself to whatever Bishop may be reading it.) Un-
biased I will not call myself, for I am a true and orthodox
churchman, and have the interests of the Church zealously
at heart, because I believe and know them to be essentially
and inseparably connected with those of the common-
wealth. But I have been an attentive observer, and as such,
86